TABLE GRAPES MILDURA REGION TABLE GRAPE

Table grapes are a large component of the SEASONALITY CHART

Mildura Region’s grape production accounting Table grape Availability of table
for 69% of the total Australian table grape varieties grapes in the
production. The labour-intensive nature of the Mildura Region

table grape crop (unlike dried or wine grapes)
requires the industry to employ a great number
of permanent and itinerant workers.

Backpackers are drawn to the region 9 months  Crimson Seedless  Mar - May
of the year to assist growers meet the demand Calmeria Apr - May
of harvest. Australian Table Grape Association Red Emperor Apr - May

Red Globe Feb - May
Menindee Seedless  Jan - Feb

recent reports indicate around 40 varieties of O’Hanez Apr - May
& D R I E D F R U I T table grapes; where local growers to the Ralli Seedless T b
Mildura Region produce over 20 varietals. 60%
of Table Grapes produced in Australia are sold Red BOb Mar - Apr
domestically and 40% are exported overseas. Cardinal Jan - Feb
The three main export destinations are; Hong Stanley Seedless Mar - Apr
Kong, Singapore and Malaysia. The Table Grape Ribier Mar
industry is highly competitive with prices Nyora Apr - May
ranging from $10 to $30 per box depending on Jade Seedless Apr - May
quality and current market prices. T, T——
for table
Total Aust Total value of Total Aust Value of Aust Total production Mildura Regions* Thompson Seedless  Feb - Apr

production (t) 02/03 Aust production exports (t) export 02/03 by tonne in *GI area, estimated % of total Aust

$A Million o2/03 02/03 $A Million SA, VIC & NSW o3 production 02/03

86,523t $171.7m 31,600t $96.5m Wy Wiesis VG - 4 i 69% PACKAGING AND
Big Rivers NSW - 9,010t PROCESSI NG
Lower Murray SA - 1,976t SERVICES

Total - 59,394t ) _ _
Packaging and processing of table grapes is

S*O%chgvgléfti Y\r/llen?\/I?\(dilr'zpselgigﬁsg)tl)I(Zeogia-pe statistics the use of ABS wine and grape production data was used, and therefore includes the wider geographical area zones of Big Rivers NSW, Usua”y carried out in paCking sheds and has

North West Victoria and Lower Murray SA. Therefore the Mildura Regions estimated % includes the three geographical areas as data specific only to the Mildura Region has not been surveyed. recently diversified to field packing. Polystyrene
boxes are usually used to pack bulk fruit for

GEOGRAPHICAL ZONE DESCRIPTION distribution and some are bagged for
supermarket supply. Individual table grape

growers generally carry out packaging services
North West Victoria Murray-Darling, Swan Hill and other L and smaller growers contract the larger
Big Rivers Murray-Datling, Perricoota, Swan Hill and other - ) grower/producer to package their fruit.

There are certain skills to packing table grapes,
and to ensure they are kept in optimum
condition experienced pickers and packers are
sought each harvest.

Lower Murray Riverland and other

16 GMR



DRIED GRAPE PRODUCTION - GROWERDELIVERY VOLUME BY VARIETY,
TOTAL VALUE TO AUSTRALIAAND THE MILDURA REGION

Dried grape Hectares™ Mildura Region Mildura Regionfarm Mildura Region
varietals production (t) gate value 04 % of Aust
(Total received weight)  (based on average prices) production

Sultanas 8,490 incl Ha
Thompson Seedless 22,034t $32m

Currants 565Ha 2,334t $4.2m
Raisins 1,2§0Ha 1,308t $2.2m
Sunmuscat 247Ha 1,181t $1.7m

Other varieties 177Ha 120t $168,000
(Shirana, flame seed-
less, natural raisins)

Naturals unknown 421t $610,000

GA Sultanas See sultanas 509t $687,150
(Thompson Seedless

excess from table

grape industry)

Total 10,729Ha 27,907t $ 41,6m 95%

* Hectares from 2003 SunRISE 21 Crop Report and the Murray-Darling Region. Hectares provided by 2003 SunRISE 21 Crop Report
should not be used in correlation with the production volume listed above as the hectares provided refer to different regions

and represent multi-use varieties that may be used for dried, table or wine purposes.

Data source, Australian Dried Fruit Association - Australian Dried Grape Production - Season 2004




